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General Chairs’ Welcome 
 

It is our great pleasure to welcome you to the 19th ACM SIGKDD Conference on Knowledge 

Discovery and Data Mining (KDD). The annual ACM SIGKDD conference is the premier 

international forum for data mining, knowledge discovery and big data. It brings together researchers 

and practitioners from academia, industry, and government to share their ideas, research results and 

experiences. KDD-2013 features plenary presentations, paper presentations, poster sessions, 

workshops, tutorials, exhibits, demonstrations, and the KDD Cup competition. 

Today, you hear a lot about big data, data science and data intensive computing. The core of this 

work is extracting knowledge and useful information from data, which for science leads to beautiful 

insights, and for applications leads to actions, alerts and decisions. The KDD community has always 

been at the center of this activity and it is clear from this conference that it will continue to drive this 

broader field of big data.  

This year there were 726 submissions to the KDD Research Track, and 125 papers were accepted. 

There were 136 submissions to the KDD Industry and Government Track, and 34 papers were 

accepted.   

KDD also has a history of inviting talks that are of broad interest to the KDD community. This year 

we chose to have 4 plenary talks. A program committee also selected 8 talks to present at the 

Industry Practice Exposition.  

A strength of the KDD conference is the number of workshops and tutorials that are co-located with 

it. This year there were 10 full-day workshops, 5 half-day workshops, and 6 tutorials. 

We thank all sponsors, who are a very important part of the conference, and the members of the 

Organizing Committee and our other colleagues who volunteered their time during the past year to 

make this conference a success. Special thanks goes to the Research Track Co-Chairs and the 

Industry and Government Track Co-Chairs. Also special thanks are due to the Local Arrangements 

Chair, the Treasurer, the Proceedings Co-Chairs, and the KDD Cup Committee.  

We are grateful to the several program committees that provided the advice necessary to put together 

a quality program – the Research Track Program Committee, the Research Track Senior Program 

Committee, the Industry and Government Track Program Committee, the Industry Practice Expo 

Program Committee, the Workshop Program Committee, the Tutorial Program Committee, and the 

Demo Program Committee.   

We know that you will find this year’s exhibits and demonstrations exciting and remind you that 

some of the most interesting discussions can be found there.  

Please join us for KDD-2013 to gain new knowledge and to exchange exciting new research results, 

leading practices, and high impact applications in big data, knowledge discovery and data mining. 

We hope that you will find this program interesting and thought-provoking and that the conference 

will provide you with a valuable opportunity to share ideas with other researchers and practitioners 

from institutions around the world.  
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